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STEINLE MURDER TRIAL 


Holding on to sanctuary 


Despite changes, oft-deported suspect would go free 


By Bob Egelko months before he fired the shot 
that killed Kate Steinle ona city 
Much has changed in im- pier. 


Since then, San Francisco has 
loosened that law to allow the 
sheriff to notify federal officials 
in some cases before freeing an 
undocumented immigrant. City 


migration policy and politics 
since April 2015, when San 
Francisco released undocu- 
mented immigrant Jose Ines 
Garcia Zarate less than three 


tion crackdown, and since 
taking office has sought to strip 
funding from the hundreds of 
sanctuary cities that restrict or 
reject cooperation with im- 
migration officers. The House 
has passed a bill to expand the 


voters elected a new sheriff, 
Vicki Hennessy, partly in re- 
sponse to Sheriff Ross Mirkari- 
mi’s refusal to contact federal 
agents about Garcia Zarate. 
Donald Trump, as a candi- 
date for president, seized on the 
incident to call for an immigra- 


hold such funding. It also 
passed a measure, nicknamed 
“Kate’s Law,” that would in- 


government’s authority to with- 


crease sentences for repeated 
illegal re-entry. Both bills are 
now in the Senate. 

But despite the changes and 
the political pressure, if Garcia 
Zarate — a Mexican citizen who 
has been deported from the U.S. 
five times — or someone like 
him were about to be released 
from custody today in San 

Sanctuary continues on A14 


OAKLAND WAREHOUSE FIRE 
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ONE YEAR LATER 
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Michael Macor / The Chronicle 


David Nguyen pays his respects at a memorial to the victims of the Ghost Ship fire, which killed 36 on Dec. 2, 2016. 


Inspections 
lag despite 
deadly blaze 


By Kimberly Veklerov 


A year after the Ghost Ship fire, people are still living in 
unlawfully converted artist warehouses throughout Oak- 
land, and city officials have yet to fully correct deficiencies 
in their inspection programs to prevent another disaster. 

The city still has a backlog of roughly 1,000 commercial 
properties it has not inspected as required by state law. 
And 21 of 32 buildings brought to the city’s attention after 
the Ghost Ship fire for possibly holding unauthorized 
events or residents remain out of compliance with building 
and fire codes. Some are used as dwellings. The city ac- 
knowledges it probably does not have a full tally on illegal- 
ly converted buildings or the hazards they may hold. 

Ghost Ship continues on A16 


Scott Strazzante / The Chronicle 


David and Kim Gregory hold a picture of their 20-year-old 
daughter, Michela, in her bedroom, which they have kept 
intact in their South San Francisco home since her death. 
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Tax bill 
expected 
to hurt 
many 

in state 


GOP legislation 
shifts burdens to 
blue areas of U.S. 


By Joe Garofoli 
and Kathleen Pender 


Now that the GOP-led Senate 
has passed a tax bill that will 
largely benefit the nation’s 
biggest companies and wealthi- 
est people, the next step is to 
merge that version with what 
the House passed last month — 
and the version that emerges is 
unlikely to be much different 
for most residents of California. 

Chances are, many state 
residents’ tax bills will be high- 
er in years to come. 

“T don’t see it changing 
much” in reconciliation, Rep. 
Mark DeSaulnier, D-Concord, 
said Saturday. “The opportuni- 
ty for change was (Friday) and 
the day before. This is a bill that 
very much helps red states and 
hurts blue states and urban 
areas.” 

On Saturday, Nick Samuels, 
a vice president at Moody’s 
Investors Service, said the 
Senate bill was “negative over- 
all for state and local govern- 
ment finances” and that the 
“overall negative effect would 
be felt most sharply in high-tax 
states such as California, New 
York and New Jersey.” An anal- 
ysis by the Institute on Taxa- 
tion and Economic Policy 
showed the top 1 percent of 
Californians would receive an 
average $14,370 annual tax cut, 
while the bottom 60 percent 
would on average pay more in 
taxes to the federal government 
by 2027. 

The elimination or reduction 
of two popular tax breaks af- 

Taxes continues on A12 


S.F.’s emergency call center 
is finally getting up to speed 


reported, San Francisco's dis- 
patch center hadn’t hit the 90 
percent target — the national 
standard that all functional 911 
call centers should 


HEATHER  meetas their baseline 
KNIGHT ~ since March 2012. 


That’s nearly six 
years during which San Fran- 
ciscans couldn’t rely on their 
911 calls being picked up and 
responded to promptly. The 
lowest point came just eight 


San Francisco’s long-trou- 
bled 911 call center finally 
reached a mundane yet re- 
markable milestone this past 
month: answering 90 
percent of the emer- 
gency calls it receives 
within 10 seconds. 

A quick response to an 
emergency call should be 
among the most basic, reliable 
services a city provides. But 
incredibly, as this column has 


months ago, when the dispatch 
center was answering a mere 
66 percent of calls within 10 
seconds. 

That meant that back in 
April, if your house caught on 
fire, your baby was choking or 
an armed robber entered your 
home, you had just a two- 
thirds chance of getting a 
speedy answer to your 911 call. 
Now, after officially ending 


Knight continues on A9 
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